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The Hare and the Tortoise
 Aesop

 The Hare was once boasting of his speed before the other 

animals. “I have never yet been beaten,” said he, “when I put forth my 

full speed. I challenge any one here to race with me.” The Tortoise said 

quietly, “I accept your challenge.” “That is a good joke,” said the Hare; 

“I could dance round you all the way.” “Keep your boasting till you’ve 

beaten,” answered the Tortoise. “Shall we race?” So a course was fixed 

and a start was made. The Hare darted almost out of sight at once, but 

soon stopped and, to show his contempt for the Tortoise, lay down to 

have a nap. The Tortoise plodded on and plodded on, and when the Hare 

awoke from his nap, he saw the Tortoise just near the winning post and 

could not run up in time to save the race. Then said the Tortoise: 

Plodding wins the race.

Week 1 
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Week 1 The Hare and the Tortoise

Model for Analysis

 The Hare was once boasting of his speed before the other 

animals.  ”I have never yet been beaten, “said he, ”when I put forth my 

full speed.  I challenge any one here to race with me.”  The Tortoise 

said quietly, ”I accept your challenge.”  ”That is a good joke, “said the 

Hare;    ”I could dance round you all the way.”  ”Keep your boasting till 

you’ve   beaten,” answered the Tortoise.”  Shall we race?”  So a course 

was fixed and a start was made.  The Hare darted almost out of sight 

at once, but soon stopped and, to show his contempt for the Tortoise, 

lay down to have a nap.  The Tortoise plodded on and plodded on, and 

when the Hare awoke from his nap, he saw the Tortoise just near the 

winning post and could not run up in time to save the race.  Then said 

the Tortoise:
Plodding wins the race.
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Word Analysis
Underline spelling words in the model, then complete this chart with your 
teacher. 

Word Spelling Analysis

Day 2 Analysis
pp. 20-21

Week 1 The Hare and the Tortoise
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Sentence Identification

On the Model for Analysis, mark all capital letters at the beginning of 
sentences with a box, and all end punctuation with a circle. Tell your teacher 
what each ending punctuation mark is called. 

How many sentences are there in the model?

Three Ways to Identify a Sentence:

1.  It _____________ with a ____________ letter and 

_______________ with ____________ punctuation 

(period_____, question mark_______, exclamation point_____).

2.  It expresses a ________________ thought

3.  It has both:

 a _____________ (_______or _______the sentence is about)

     and 

a _______________ (what the subject ______or ___________. )

Day 3 Analysis
 pp. 24-25

Week 1 The Hare and the Tortoise
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For your copywork or dictation:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Week 1 The Hare and the Tortoise
Day 4 Analysis
pp. 33-35
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Week 1 The Hare and the Tortoise
Writing Project 1  
pp. 36-40

A.  Analyze and outline 
(Aesop, Step I, p. 37:  Oral Retelling)
Read and discuss the story with your teacher.  Construct an outline on the 
next page if you need it.  Retell the story orally.

B.  Write the first draft
(Aesop, Step II, p. 37-38:  The First Draft)
Write your first draft on notebook paper without looking at the model.  You 
may use your outline if you made one.  For ease in editing, triple space your 
first draft!  It is easier if you put an X in the left margin of every line which 
you will not use.

Have your teacher check your first draft to make sure you have all the 
important details and that the story order is correct.

C.  Edit the first draft 
(Aesop, Step III, p. 38-40:  Correct the first draft)
You should do this step with your teacher.  Read your first draft aloud and 
try to find any errors you may have made.  

Spelling?

Complete Sentences?

Capitalization?

Punctuation?

D.  Write your final draft
(Aesop, Step IV, p. 40:  The Final Draft)
Write your final draft on a new sheet of paper.  Be sure to write neatly and 
carefully! 
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(Optional) Use this space for your outline of the model:

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Week 1 The Hare and the Tortoise
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Week 10  

Diogenes
James Baldwin

 At Corinth, in Greece, there lived a very wise man whose name 
was Diogenes.  Men came from all parts of the land to see him and hear 
him talk.  But wise as he was, he had some very queer ways.  He did not 
believe that any man ought to have more things than he really needed; 
and he said that no man needed much.  And so he did not live in a house, 
but slept in a tub or barrel, which he rolled about from place to place. 
He spent his days sitting in the sun, and saying wise things to those 
who were around him.
 At noon one day, Diogenes was seen walking through the streets 
with a lighted lantern, and looking all around as if in search of 
something.
 “Why do you carry a lantern when the sun is shining?” someone 
said.
 “I am looking for an honest man,” answered Diogenes.
 When Alexander the Great went to Corinth, all the foremost 
men in the city came out to see him and to praise him.  But Diogenes 
did not come; and he was the only man for whose opinions Alexander 
cared.  And so, since the wise man would not come to see the king, the 
king went to see the wise man.  He found Diogenes in an out-of-the-way 
place, lying on the ground by his tub.  He was enjoying the heat and the 
light of the sun.
 When he saw the king and a great many people coming, Diogenes 
sat up and looked at Alexander. Alexander greeted him and said,  
 “Diogenes, I have heard a great deal about your wisdom.  Is there 
anything that I can do for you?”
 “Yes,” said Diogenes.  “You can stand a little on one side, so as not 
to keep the sunshine from me.”
 This answer was so different from what he expected that the 
king was much surprised.  But it did not make him angry; it only made 
him admire the strange man all the more.  When he turned to ride back, 
he said to his officers, “Say what you will.  If I were not Alexander, I 
would like to be Diogenes.” 



Classical Writing - Aesop - Student Workbook A Preview

Week 10  Diogenes

 When Alexander the Great went to Corinth, all the foremost 

men in the city came out to see him and to praise him.  But Diogenes 

did not come; and he was the only man for whose opinions Alexander 

cared.  And so, since the wise man would not come to see the king, the 

king went to see the wise man.  He found Diogenes in an out-of-the-way 

place, lying on the ground by his tub.  He was enjoying the heat and the 

light of the sun.

 When he saw the king and a great many people coming, Diogenes 

sat up and looked at Alexander. Alexander greeted him and said,  

 “Diogenes, I have heard a great deal about your wisdom.  Is there 

anything that I can do for you?”

 “Yes,” said Diogenes.  “You can stand a little on one side, so as not 

to keep the sunshine from me.”

Model for Analysis
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Week 10  Diogenes
Day 2 Analysis
pp. 20-21

Word Analysis
Underline spelling words in the model. Add them to the chart 
in alphabetical (ABC) order.  Do spelling analysis with your teacher.

Word Spelling Analysis Related Words
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Week 10  Diogenes
Nouns

On the Model for Analysis:

Put a box around each noun.  

On the chart below, write each noun from the model under its type.  Only 
put each word to the chart once, even if is repeated in the model.  When you 
are done with the model, brainstorm for more words of each type to fill up 
the chart.

Person Place Thing Idea

Noun

A noun is a ____________________ for a _____________________,

________________, ________________, or an _________________.

 Day 3 Analysis
p. 31
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Review

For oral review with your teacher on the Model for Analysis:
 1.  Identify and explain capital letters and end punctuation.
 2.  Identify sentence types.
 3.  Identify quotes and tell whether they are direct or indirect.
 4.  Explain quotation punctuation.
 

Review Exercises

1.  Change to a exclamatory sentence:

The foremost men of the city came out to see him and to praise him.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

2.  Rewrite the following quotation two different ways, using words from 
the utterance chart in place of “said”, and changing the position of the 
explanatory words.

“Yes,” said Diogenes.  “You can stand a little on one side.”

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________

3.  Write a quote below that the people of Corinth might have said about 
Diogenes.  Consider using it in your Writing Project.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Week 10  Diogenes
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Week 10  Diogenes
  Day 4 Analysis
   pp. 33-35For your copywork or dictation:
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____________________________________________________________



Classical Writing - Aesop - Student Workbook A Preview

Week 10  Diogenes

A.  Analyze and outline 
(Aesop, Step I, p. 41)
Read and discuss the story with your teacher.  Construct an outline on the 
next page if you need it.  Retell the story orally.

B.  Write first draft
(Aesop, Step II & Step IV, pp. 41-43)
Write your first draft on notebook paper.  Remember to triple space.

As you write your first draft, try to include dialogue in appropriate places.  
Continue to think about what your characters are thinking and feeling in 
order to write dialogue for them, remembering to vary your utterances. 
Check story order and details with your teacher.  

C.  Edit the first draft 
(Aesop, Step III, p. 38-40)
You should do this step with your teacher.  Read your first draft aloud and 
try to find any errors you may have made.  Are there any ways to improve 
the style of your narrative?  

Mechanics Style
Spelling? Appropriate Dialogue?

Complete Sentences? Varied Utterances?

Capitalization?

Punctuation?

D.  Write your final draft
(Aesop, Step V, p. 44)
Write your final draft on a new sheet of paper, neatly and carefully.

  Writing Project 2
  pp. 41-44
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Week 10  Diogenes

(Optional) Use this space for your outline of the model:
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